
 Mee�ng of the seminar working group of the AFFRST  
2.4.2024 at 14.00-15.00  Zoom  
 
Par�cipants 
 

Mathieu Girerd 
Tuomo Melasuo 
Anne-Chris�ne Ritschkoff 
Jorma Rou� 
Markku Äärimaa  

 
Minutes 
  
1) Markku opened the mee�ng and welcomed also Mathieu to par�cipate. 
2) The minutes of the previous mee�ng was approved. 
3)  The seminar 
 I ) Program  

The program of the seminar could be in 2 parts, with a coffee break in between. The first 
part could be opened by a French keynote speaker, who would be allocated half an hour 
with discussions. Therea�er 40 minutes would be allocated (with discussions) for two 
more speakers. 
 
A guided panel discussion chaired by Anne, would follow the coffee break. In addi�on to 
the lecturers, other par�cipants could be invited to the panel. 
 
II)  Possible lecturers. 
Anne has spoken with a French expert, possible keynote speaker, where it seems that 
travel costs can be a problem. Mathew promised to find out if the ins�tute could be of 
help here.  
 
One possible speaker is Aarne Reunala, former head of the Ministry’s forest department. 
Tuomo has spoken with him, and he evaluates the invita�on with some reserva�ons. 
 
Dr Robert Mavsar has been appointed as the new Director of European forest ins�tute. 
He has started his 5-year term on 1 January 2024. The EFI Director is based at the 
Ins�tute’s Headquarters in Joensuu, Finland. 
Anne promised to look for other speakers and par�cipants of the panel as well. 
 

4) Date of the seminar: The best dates for Anne would be 24th and 31st of October.  
5) Venue of the seminar: s�ll open, depending on the date. 
6) Next distant mee�ng: the 7th of May at 14.00. Tuomo will provide the link. 
7) The mee�ng was closed at. 15.00. 
 

 

Markku Äärimaa 


